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The School Library Practicum is for students who are pursuing the SISLT Master of Library & Information Science degree with Library Media Specialist certification. There are different pathways based on whether you already have teaching certification or are seeking teaching certification in addition to the MLIS degree. 

For people who already hold teacher certification: 
· IS_LT 7380 School Library Practicum: 3 credit hours, 100 clock hours. This will involve on-site experience at a school library, working under the supervision of an experienced school librarian, engaged in activities such as collection development, partnering with teachers, direct instruction, and curriculum building.

For people seeking initial teaching certification in addition to the MLIS: 
· IS_LT 7306 School Library Early Field Experience: 1 credit hour, 30 clock hours. This will involve on-site experience at a school library, working with an experienced school librarian, doing structured professional projects, and observing student interactions. 
· IS_LT 7307 School Library Mid-Level Field Experience: 2 credit hours, 45 clock hours.  This will involve on-site experience at a school library, working under the supervision of an experienced school librarian, doing professional projects and engaged in observation and structured interactions with students. 
· 9481 School Library Internship (i.e., Student Teaching or Advanced Field Experience): 8 credit hours, 14 weeks. 


COURSE OBJECTIVES
Regardless of the practicum pathway, students are expected to demonstrate achievement and mastery of several outcomes – both the LIS Program Student Learning Outcomes and the Missouri Standards for School Librarians. These outcomes will be demonstrated through various aspects of the learning experience, including work on-site, action research projects, and instructional sessions. 

	LIS Student Learning Outcomes (https://sislt.missouri.edu/lis/#outcomes) 
	Missouri Standards for School Librarians (https://dese.mo.gov/educator-quality/educator-effectiveness/educator-standards/librarian-standards)

	SLO 1: Graduates will apply the core principles, ethics, values, and body of knowledge to questions in library and information science, according to their area of specialty.
	Standard #2 Reading and Literacy

Standard #4 Leadership and Advocacy

Standard #5 Program Management and Administration 

Standard #6 Technology Integration.

	SLO 2: Graduates will apply management principles and interdisciplinary best practices in library and information agency environments.
	Standard #4 Leadership and Advocacy

Standard #5 Program Management and Administration

Standard #7 Professional Development

	SLO 3: Graduates will be competent in information organization and lifecycle activities techniques of organization of information and with using and evaluating technologies of the information professions.
	Standard #3 Information and Knowledge 

Standard #5 Program Management and Administration 

Standard #6 Technology Integration

	SLO 4: Graduates will be able to assess community needs, formulate plans to respond to users of information agencies, and instruct users in using informational resources.
	Standard #1 Teaching for Learning

Standard #2 Reading and Literacy

Standard #3 Information and Knowledge




PLANNING YOUR PRACTICUM
Here's a brief overview of the School Library Practicum process. It will vary site-by-site, but this is the general idea. 
 
1. Site Selection
You will select a few potential practicum sites and send information to me about how to reach those sites and where they are located, using the School Library Practicum Application form. I will make contact with the school librarians and principals to determine whether they can place you there and what you need to do. 
 
	If you want to do your practicum in... 
	Please turn in your School Library Practicum Application form by... 

	Fall Semester (roughly August 15)
	March 15 

	Spring Semester (roughly January 15)
	October 15 of the prior year

	Summer Semester (May or June)
	February 15



Please be aware that DESE and MU pose some limitations on potential school library practicum sites. 
Your School Library Practicum Site:
· must not be in the building where you currently work, and is ideally outside your current district. 
· If you are employed in in the same district where you do your school library practicum, you should get your principal's or supervisor's written approval of your schedule and your participation. 

The Supervising Librarian at your practicum site:
· must have at least five years of K-12 experience, and at least two years of school librarianship experience
· must hold a master's degree.
· must be named on the school's web page.
· must be able to judge you objectively and impartially. 
· must not be a friend or family member.
 
2. HR Application
Most districts will require you to formally apply through their HR system. I will send you brief instructions and the URL, but you will have to make the application on your own. Timeline: 1-3 months before your practicum
The following are common HR requirements:
· Transcripts
· Letters of Recommendation
· Teaching Certificate/Substitute Certificate
· Proof of Teaching Liability Insurance
· Fingerprints and Background Check
· Proof of Immunization
 
3. Notice of Acceptance
The school district will usually notify you once you're eligible to begin your practicum. At that point, begin working with your school librarian to set up a schedule for your practicum visits. 
 
4. Practicum 
During this time, you will report to your practicum site in conformity to the agreed-upon schedule you and your school librarian developed. During this time, you should be prepared to do the following:
· Keep track of your hours spent on-site and send a monthly hours log
· Schedule a monthly observation for Dr. A to visit and observe, including one or more teaching activities
· Submit a weekly journal entry
· Prepare three or more artifacts to submit as demonstrations of work
· Complete a school library action research project
 
During your practicum experience, please be aware that you are representing MU and SISLT while you are at your practicum site. Maintain good relationships with your supervising librarian and instructional faculty at your site. 
 
5. End of Practicum
At the end of the practicum, you will receive a form to evaluate your practicum site and school librarian mentor. Your school librarian mentor will receive a form to evaluate your performance based on DESE standards. You will need to turn in all your assignments, your time logs, and other materials. 


EXPECTATIONS 
· Site Supervisor: Your supervising librarian must have 5 years of K-12 experience and a master’s degree. The site supervisor must be able to evaluate you objectively and impartially. 
· Payment for Services: Practicum students may not receive direct payment for services rendered to their practicum sites. Practicum site supervisors may not receive direct payment for instruction or supervision provided to practicum students. 
· On-Site Decorum: All MU LIS students are considered guests of the libraries, information agencies, and school districts in which they are placed. They are expected to adhere to all the policies and rules of the host library, including daily arrival and departure times, professional dress and demeanor, and requirements for confidentiality.
· Practicum Dismissal Policy: A practicum supervisor may, at any time, request that a student not return. If a student is dismissed for cause by a practicum site supervisor, the student will receive an F for the course from the LIS Practicum Supervisor. 
· Incompletes: If a student must terminate a practicum for reasons other than cause, such as a student or host librarian illness, the student may be given a grade of Incomplete and placed in an alternate practicum at the discretion of the LIS Practicum Supervisor. 
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