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Master’s of Library & Information Science (MLIS) Advising Aid

The Library and Information Science Advising Aid is designed to help you make curricular decisions to plan your journey in the Library & Information Science (LIS) program at MU. This advising aid supplements the MLIS Student Handbook, in which you can find information about curricular and non-curricular alternatives. 

At the end of the first year of your program, you will need to fill out the Program of Study form, the M-1. You will not be able to graduate unless you fill this out and file it with the Student Services office. The M-1 can be found online. There are several programs of study for different emphasis areas– check to make sure you are using the right one. 

When you are filling out the Program of Study, you will be thinking about your future by planning your coursework. The reason the M-1 form is required at the end of your second semester is that, by then, you might have decided which career path you want to take. Contact your advisor after you have made a preliminary pass at the M-1. Come to your advising meeting with your M-1 penciled in. You can make changes later if you change your mind by filling out the Course Substitution Form.

Required and elective courses in the program are designed to enable you to become a reflective and thoughtful professional who considers the consequences of decisions on library and information users, nonusers and the community. Knowledge and mastery of the LIS Student Learning Outcomes is an important element in your professional acculturation and is demonstrated in a variety of ways, such as through essays or creating action plans. In coursework, students are expected to engage in thoughtful interaction with ideas that influence the LIS field.

REQUIRED COURSES

Most MLIS students take the same core courses, with some differences based on your emphasis area. 

Core Courses (18 credit hours required)
	7301 Introduction to Information Technology (3 credit hours) 
		or 7320 Emerging Technologies in Libraries (3 credit hours)
	7305 Foundations of Library and Information Science (3 credit hours)
	7302 Organization of Information (3 credit hours)
		or 7312 Principles of Cataloging and Classification (3 credit hours)
	7313 Managing Collections and Access (3 credit hours)
	7314 Reference Sources and Services (3 credit hours)
	7315 Management of Information Agencies (3 credit hours) 
	7380 Practicum in School Libraries (2-3 credit hours)
		Or 7381 Practicum in Information Agencies (2-3 credit hours)



Which courses should I take first?

Begin with 7305 Foundations of Library and Information Science, an online course that provides an overview of the profession and its knowledge base. Next, focus on completing core courses. Core courses immerse you in the discipline's essential theoretical knowledge and practical skills, and several classes may require a prerequisite. 


CHOOSING YOUR ELECTIVE COURSES

There are many career pathways in librarianship, and we have identified some below. Please note that the courses listed are suggestions; you can substitute courses, except for those marked with an asterisk (*), which have their own Program of Study form or are part of a certificate. 

You might combine one or more areas below in a way that makes sense for you; for instance, if you are an archival studies student, you might take classes in academic or public librarianship, digital libraries, or history. Follow your passion and look at the entire list of LIS classes; there are classes not listed below that will fit well into many different paths. 

To graduate, you must have at least 15 credit hours at the 9000-level. With your advisor’s permission, you may transfer a maximum of six hours of graduate credit from another university, provided those credits meet graduate school requirements. 

The full list of SISLT classes is online. See the LIS course rotation for what we plan to offer over the next couple of years.

Academic Librarianship:
IS_LT 9420 Scholarly Communication
IS_LT 9439 Digital Humanities and Information
IS_LT 9443 The Academic Library
IS_LT 9452 Information Literacy and Instruction
IS_LT 9454 Copyright in Libraries
ISLT 9410 Finding & Recommending Popular Culture Sources
ISLT 9410 Human Information Needs & Behavior


Archival Studies
(M1 here)
IS_LT 9490 Archival Practice 
IS_LT 9491 Appraisal & Archival Systems
IS_LT 9492 Data & Records Management
IS_LT 9429 Metadata
IS_LT 9489 Cultural Heritage
IS_LT 9428 History of Books and Media
IS_LT 9445 Special Libraries
IS_LT 9439 Digital Humanities
IS_LT 9409 Digital Libraries

Digital Humanities
IS_LT 7310 Computational Thinking
IS_LT 9439 Digital Humanities and Information
IS_LT 9410 Python for Information Science
IS_LT 9428 History of Books and Media
IS_LT 9489 Cultural Heritage
IS_LT 9450 Introduction to Research in Information Science & Learning Technologies
ISLT 9410 Human Information Needs & Behavior

Digital Libraries & Information:
IS_LT 9409 Seminar in Digital Libraries
IS_LT 9413 Electronic Resource Management
IS_LT 9421 Usability of Information Systems and Services
IS_LT 9423 Ethics, Data, and Information (Under Revision)
IS_LT 9429 Metadata
ISLT 9410 Finding & Recommending Popular Culture Sources
ISLT 9410 Human Information Needs & Behavior


Medical and Health Librarianship: M-1
Required, beyond MLIS required courses:
· IS_LT 9416 Health and Medical Information and Services in Libraries
· P_HEALTH 7150 (Principles of Public Health) OR P_HEALTH 7160 (Interdisciplinary Perspectives in Public Health) or HMI 7431 (Foundations of Public Health Informatics)
· IS_LT 9450 (Introduction to Research in Information Science & Learning Technologies OR P_HEALTH 8545 (Methods in Public Health Informatics) or P_HLTH 8470 (GIS for Public Health (Same as HLT_ADM 8545, Public Health Information and Visualization in Public Health)
Suggested Electives: 
HLTH_ADM 7432 Health Database Management and Public Health Data Systems
HLTH_ADM 7580 Project Management for Health Administration
IS_LT 9012 Public Library Community Partnerships
IS_LT 9013 Public Library Administration
IS_LT 9443 The Academic Library
IS_LT 9444 The Public Library
IS_LT 9445 Special Libraries and Information Centers
IS_LT 9453 Planning and Evaluation of Information Services
IS_LT 9473 Project Management
P_HLTH 7630 Health and Human Migration

Learning Development and Design:
(M1 here)
IS_LT 7361 Introduction to Digital Media
IS_LT 9450 Introduction to Research in Library and Information Science
IS_LT 9452 Information Literacy and Instruction
IS_LT 9454 Copyright in Libraries
IS_LT 9467 Technology to Enhance Learning
IS_LT 9471 Instructional Systems Design
IS_LT 9473 Project Management

Management & Administration:
IS_LT 9453 Planning & Evaluation of Information Services
IS_LT 9012 Public Library Community Partnerships
IS_LT 9013 Public Library Administration
IS_LT 9414 Budgeting & Libraries
IS_LT 9443 The Academic Library
--or--
IS_LT 9444 The Public Library

Organization of Information:
IS_LT 7302 Organization of Information
IS_LT 7312 Principles of Cataloging and Classification
IS_LT 9492 Data & Records Management
IS_LT 9429 Metadata

Public Librarianship:
IS_LT 9407 Intellectual Freedom and Its Discontents
IS_LT 9012 Public Library Community Partnerships
IS_LT 9013 Public Library Administration
IS_LT 9444 The Public Library
IS_LT 9438 Marketing and Fundraising for Libraries

Reference & User Services:
IS_LT 7320 Emerging Technologies
IS_LT 9413 Electronic Resource Management
IS_LT 9433 Youth Services in Libraries
IS_LT 9435 Adult Services in Libraries
IS_LT 9437 Reader Advisory Services
IS_LT 9438 Marketing and Fundraising for Libraries
IS_LT 9449 Services for Business Communities and Entrepreneurs
IS_LT 9452 Information Literacy and Instruction
ISLT 9410 Finding & Recommending Popular Culture Sources

Scholarly Communications:
IS_LT 9413 Electronic Resource Management
IS_LT 9420 Scholarly Communication
IS_LT 9428 History of Books and Media
IS_LT 9439 Digital Humanities and Information

School Libraries: 
IS_LT 9404 School Library Administration 
IS_LT 9406 Curriculum & the School Library
IS_LT 9417 Action Research
IS_LT 9431 Children's Library Materials
IS_LT 9433 Youth Services in Libraries
IS_LT 9434 Teen Library Materials

Technical Services:
IS_LT 7312 Principles of Cataloging and Classification 
IS_LT 9413 Electronic Resource Management
IS_LT 9420 Scholarly Communication
IS_LT 9334 Library Information Systems
IS_LT 9410 Python for Information Science
IS_LT 9429 Metadata

Youth Services:
(M-1 here)
IS_LT 9431 Children's Library Materials
IS_LT 9433 Youth Services in Libraries
IS_LT 9434 Teen Library Materials 
IS_LT 9403 Gender Construction in Children's and Adolescent Literature and Media
IS_LT 9405 Sociocultural Aspects of Literacy
IS_LT 9407 Intellectual Freedom and Its Discontents 
IS_LT 9410† Children’s and Adolescent Literature Dealing with Mental Health and Social Emotional Learning
IS_LT 9410† Diverse Children’s Literature 

FUTURE STEPS
Many questions about the LIS program are answered in the MLIS Student Handbook. 

After you have taken your required classes, you can plan your Practicum experience. This is many students’ favorite part of their education, so take time to consider your options.

During your final Fall or Spring semester, you will complete the Graduate Portfolio, IS_LT 9499. Plan accordingly! It is best not to overload yourself during this semester, as the portfolio does take some time.
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